JOURNAL OF ARNOLD BENNETT
else, a thing by itself, complete in itself, and we shall execute
it regardless of everything except the rules and conventions of
the ballet. You must forgetc Faust' for a while." I was much
struck with this.
Friday, October i6th.
From Sharpe, through Frank, story of the girl with money,
who was forbidden by her parents to marry a certain man.
The latter afterwards became engaged to a poor girl. The rich
girl bought lingerie for the poor girl, and generally looked after
her trousseau, even to inserting blue ribbon into the neck of
the bride's nightgown, in order ' that she might look nice for
him'. Finally the rich girl took a cab to the wedding.
When George, not loving Eva, is loved by Eva, he finds her
caresses and endearments nice but rather a bore. He finds
them rather a tie. But when, by chance, Eva's manner becomes
cold for a space, he resents (privately) the absence of warmth;
he feels its loss, and wants the warmth again. Note this. His
attitude is fundamentally egotistic. He likes a creature to be
absolutely wrapped up in him; he likes to be the centre
of a creature's whole existence, but is always resenting the
tie; always wanting to be both free and bound at the same
time.
Monday, October igth.
Yesterday there were two alarms of fire (false) at French theatres.
The Op6ra Comique and the Fran9ais. A reporter of the
DeMts stated that, at the latter, nearly everyone ran for the
doors, and that when they came back some were still tout emues.
One lady was sure that the auditorium was full of smoke. " Can't
you see it, Monsieur ? " she said to him, " You can see it very
well." Another had seen flames round the chandelier. Yet
there had been no fire at all. The alarm had been caused
thus: A spectator, feeling ill, had gone out into the couloir
of the fourth gallery to take the air. He fainted, fell against
the door of a loge, and the door being forced open had upset
some chairs.
Tuesday, October 20th.
Talking about wages in Paris, C. said that everyone was badly
paid and that everyone was "on the make ". She told me that
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